
Close to 400 fourth and 
fifth graders received a first-
hand look at an Oregon in-
stitution on Feb. 22, when 
the 69th Annual Oregon 
Logging Conference took 
place at the Lane County 
Fairgrounds.

Seventeen classes from 
Junction City, Cheshire, 
Creswell, Springfield and 
Eugene took the nearly 
two-hour tour presented 
by Oregon Women in Tim-
ber with the assistance of 
Forests Today & Forever, 
forestry volunteers and the 
Oregon Forest Resources 
Institute.

The program began with 
an educational video pro-
viding students with an 
overview of forestry and 
its many facets. The video 
was followed by a Talk 
About Trees 
(TAT) pre-
s e n t a t i o n , 
which was 
geared to 
foster aware-
ness and ap-
p re c i a t i o n 
for the role that trees and 
forests play in the everyday 
lives of us. 

Following the TAT pro-
gram, each group of stu-
dents had a chance to meet 
with a professional forester.  
   Forests Today & Forever 
board member, Dick Powell 
of Starker Forests, joined 

Brad Marks and Brian Rohl 
in volunteering for tour 
duty again this year. 

“The OLC tours are a 
great time for a forester to 
share a little bit of our lives 

with kids,” 
Powell said. 
“This is a 
time to let 
them know 
what our 
work day is 
like — tell 

them about some of the 
things we do, show them 
tools we commonly use and 
let them know about some 
of the things we studied in 
school.”

Powell said he always lets 
one of the kids “be the for-
ester.”

“(They) put on the cruiser’s 

vest with a compass, clinom-
eter, D-tape, increment borer, 
maps, aerial photos, rain gear, 
lunch, etc.,” Powell said. “They 
get to wear the hard hat and 
feel how heavy caulked boots 
are! I like to kneel on the 
floor so that I’m with the kids 
at eye-level. The only down-
side I’ve seen to an otherwise 
enjoyable day is that, though 
kneeling is more ‘kid-friendly,’ 
my old knees are shot by the 
end of the day!” 

Often, Powell adds, he 
feels “the parents are learning 
as much as the kids.”

Those interested in volun-
teering for  “tour duty” at the 
next OLC — or any FT&F 
events — may contact Pro-
gram Coordinator LaRae Ash 
at 541-998-6438. A list of wil-
candidates is always building. 
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“Promoting Forest 
Stewardship Through 

Education.”

Forests Today & Forever hires new coordinator   

A new year often brings 
new beginnings. For Forests 
Today & Forever, the adage 
holds true. 

As of January first, 
LaRae Ash became the 
foundation’s coordinator 
for our multi-faceted edu-
cational programs offered 
to students, teachers and 
the general public through-
out the Southern Willa-
mette Valley, 

Ash, 54, brings a back-
ground in silviculture, 
business ownership, educa-
tion and journalism to the 

position. 
“I’m looking forward 

to the challenge,” she said. 
“Educating the public about 
our natural resources is an 
important responsibility 
— an essential one, con-
sidering that 40 percent of 
Oregon’s economy is tied 
directly or indirectly to the 
timber industry and to the 
living-wage jobs and ben-
efits provided.  

“And with increasing 
global competition for 
lumber and wood-related 
products,” she continued, 
“it’s even more necessary for 
Oregon’s economic future 
that residents understand 
the complex and evolving 
concerns surrounding land 

and forest management.”
“It’s important to every-

one,” she continues. “To 
the large and the small 
woodland owner, 
to the business 
community, its 
employees and 
customers. Ev-
eryone depends 
upon a healthy 
economy, which, 
in Oregon, is so 
closely tied to 
wood and wood 
products.”

Ash, who grew up among 
the stately redwoods of the 
Mendocino Coast in Fort 
Bragg, Calif., says she was 
“raised in a sawmill.” Her 
father was a construction 

boss at the Union Lumber 
Company, a family-owned 
enterprise purchased first 
by Boise Cascade and then 

Georgia-Pacific 
Corporations.

“My dad used 
to bring me down 
to the shop when 
I was a little girl,” 
she recalls. “I still 
love the smell of 
sawdust.” 

As a young 
woman, she be-

came a mill guide, some-
times running seven tours 
daily during the summer’s 
peak production. Later, she 
spent a decade in the com-

LaRae Ash

Jim Hooker leaves legacy of of learning to area youth 
On Friday, Jan. 12, at the age of 82, 

Jim Hooker died of age- related causes 
at his beloved home near Crow. 

A WWII veteran, a family man, a 
man known for his honesty, his work 
ethic, his abundant garden and his 
willingness to contribute to his com-
munity, he will be remembered and 
missed by many, said Sue Bowers, for-
mer program coordinator for Forests 
Today & Forever. 

But Jim leaves behind a legacy be-
yond the tangible. For more than a de-
cade, he and his wife, Carmen, opened 
their property each spring to an army 
of excited school children for the For-
est Field Days produced by FT&F 

LaRae Ash brings 
a variety of skills to 
the FT&F program

Jim Hooker at 
a Forest Field 
Day on his Wolf 
Creek property 
near Crow. For 
11 years, Hooker 
and his wife, Car-
men, welcomed 
area youth to 
their home. Jim 
always made 
sure there was a 
warm fire wait-
ing for the many 
volunteers, and 
he always greeted 
the school buses 
as they arrived. 
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‘The OLC tours are a 
great time for a forester 
to share a little bit of our 

lives with the kids.’ 
– Dick Powell, Starker Forests 

Classes and teachers tour and learn at the OLC
Volunteers team up 
to teach youth about 
forestry and logging 

Photo courtesy of 
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pany’s silviculture program. 
While raising children, she created 

a full-service corporate and wedding 
catering business, then spent several 
years in vocational education. During 
her most recent past, she was the editor 
of Junction City’s Tri-County News, an 
award-winning weekly newspaper.

Ash plans to apply her accumulat-
ed skills to growing the opportunities 
for natural resource education within 
the Willamette Valley.

“Right now, it’s been like peeling 
back the layers of a large onion — 
there’s so much information out there 
for educators, so many knowledge-
able people offering great resources,” 
she said.  “It’s going to be interesting 
getting to know them and the teach-
ers in our area, and discovering how 
FT&F can best deliver a natural re-
source curriculum that meets their 
current needs at various age levels.” 

She said she is also looking at ways 
to grow the audience for the summer 
Forest Discovery Tours sponsored by 
FT&F, the Oregon Forest Research 

Institute and local landowners.
“I’ll be exploring marketing the 

tours to the eco-tourist, and I’ll also 
be approaching the journalism and 
teaching colleges about participation,” 
she said. 

“So often, when students gradu-
ate from their field they have very 
little time for research. It’d be great 
if we could offer them an overview of 
today’s approach to land management 
and its issues before they get swept up 
into their careers.” 

She also intends to work toward 
creating additional educational oppor-
tunities at the high school level to com-
pliment a forestry career information 
program began by FT&F last year. 

“I’m learning that there really are 
so many people who support that 
goal, and who are willing to contribute 
their skills and energies to making it 
happen,” Ash said. 

 Since becoming program coordina-
tor in January, she has been traveling 
the valley, meeting with foresters, edu-
cators and FT&F sponsors to learn of 

their concerns and gather suggestions. 
It is something she will continue 

to do as she organizes for the spring 
Forest Field Days in May. So far, 
more than 1,000 students in Lane 
and Linn counties are scheduled to 
take part in the popular events.

“I’m already having Forest Field 
Day dreams,” Ash laughs. “I’m stand-
ing on a hilltop in the middle of no-
where. Of course it’s raining. A fleet 
of yellow school buses pulls up and 
thousands of middle school students 
pile out. When I look around, it’s just 
me and my megaphone!” 

To alleviate that possibility, she 
will soon be contacting those forestry 
professionals, small woodland owners 
and all-purpose forest lovers who have 
volunteered in the past to ask for their 
continued support.  

For those who like to be ahead of 
the curve, they could mark their cal-
endars now for the first week in May.

Ash may be contacted at 541-998-
6438 or by emailing coordinator@for
eststodayandforever.org 

and its own battalion of vol-
unteers.  

Spilling from their bright 
yellow buses to descend 
upon the Hookers’ Wolf 
Creek homestead, the mid-
dle school students were 
personally greeted by Jim. 
Bowers recalls.  Using a 
single crutch to get around 
— and often sporting an 
easy smile — he always had 
a warming fire going for the 
volunteers, always willing to 
lend a hand where needed.

At times, Bowers said, 
200 children a day would 
traipse across hill, dale and 
wood in a journey of discov-
ery. She estimates that close 
to 8,000 students from 
West Eugene, Junction City, 
Creswell and Crow were 
introduced to the basics of 
forest management on the 
Hooker property. 

As the classes moved 
through four learning sta-
tions, the 12 and 13-year-
olds measured trees, sam-
pled soil and searched for 
evidence of wildlife, while 
receiving an overview of 
some of the many issues 
facing modern foresters by 
those who work in the field. 

The field days were an 
endeavor Jim enjoyed great-
ly, said his daughter, Con-
nie Hooker Ribo, and one 
about which he felt strongly. 
As a native son of a large pi-

oneering family, a life-long 
woodsman and a logging 
foreman for International 
Paper Co., her father un-
derstood the value of for-
estry education.

“He believed in the im-
portance of what we were 
doing, and he wanted to do 
whatever he could to help 
others appreciate forests as 
he did,” Bowers remembers. 
“He was a pleasure to work 
with and he always tried to 
make my job easier.”

For some, said science 
teacher Valerie Michalenko, 
a Forest Field Day can be 
one of the few times a child 
experiences the beauty of 
the woods.  And for many, 
it’s one of the only oppor-
tunities to learn about their 
state’s abundant heritage. 

Although Jim and Car-
men’s children, Tim and 
Connie, wish to respect 
their parents’ reverence for 
forestry education, they 
need to take a year to reor-
ganize following Jim’s death 
and will not be hosting 
the Forest Field Days this 
spring. 

We at FT&F wish the 
family well. 

And we extend a deep 
thank-you for the many 
years of welcome the Hook-
ers have offered to the youth 
of Lane County. It was a 
generous and enduring gift. 

Forests Today & Forever is pleased to report that 
the search for a suitable location upon which to hold 
this year’s spring Forest Field Days has yielded a fine 
site in the Lorane area. 

The Bauman family trust has graciously agreed 
to host the weeklong series of field trips being of-
fered to Lane County middle school children dur-
ing the first week in May. The Baumans own and 
manage 673 pristine acres off of Territorial Road, 
much of it belonging to the family since 1940. 

In mid February, Tom Bauman and his wife, 
Lindsay Reeves, allowed FT&F Board President 
Bill Wynkoop and Program Coordinator LaRae 
Ash to visit their land. It proved to be ideal for 
FT&F purposes.

Finding a new location for the spring event was 
necessary due to the recent death of Jim Hooker.  
Hooker and his wife, Carmen, welcomed close to 
8,000 school children to their Wolf Creek homestead 
near Crow over the course of 11 years. But with Jim’s 
death last month, the family needed to take a hiatus 
from the field days to regroup. 

Although several landowners offered their land as 
an alternative site — including Mary Ray and Randy 
Thomson and the Swanson Group — not all prop-
erties meet the special criteria for hosting upwards 
of 600 students as they move through four outdoor 
learning stations.  That criterion includes a measur-
able, easily accessible stand of merchantable timber, 
an open field for wildlife and recreation education, a 
space for bus staging and lunches and, ideally, access 
to water. 

The Thomson property west of Junction City was 
found to be highly suitable for a future high school 
outdoor learning experience, which the family is  
very interested in providing. And the Swanson land, 
although appropriate, is farther from area schools 
than preferred. 

FT&F is grateful that local forest landowners have 
stepped up to the plate during this time of change, 
and the organization looks forward to providing a 
relevant, forestry-related outdoor learning experi-
ence to area youth. 

Forest Field Days 
site found for spring
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Hooker from page 1 __________________

Area landowners step up to assist

FT&F offers grants for Outdoor Learning programs 
Forests Today & Forever 

is again offering Outdoor 
Learning Grants to area 
schools that include a forest-
ry-related component in their 
Outdoor School curriculum.

“We’ve sent out 82 let-
ters to individual teachers 
and school administrators 
inviting them to apply for 
funding assistance,” said 
FT&F Program Coordina-
tor LaRae Ash.  “Last year, 
we granted $7,700 to help 
provide area students and 
teachers with a hands-on 
forest learning experience.”

To receive the funding, 
at least two teachers from 
the participating school 
must agree to take part in a 
natural resource education 

program during the cur-
rent school year and the ap-
proaching summer. 

Those programs include 
one of several Project Learn-
ing Tree workshops held 
intermittently throughout 
the state or the Dynamic 
Forest Ecosystem Work-
shop taking place on July 
10-12.  Both are sponsored 
by OSU’s Oregon Forestry 
Education Program and the 
Oregon Forest Resources 
Institute (OFRI). 

Teachers may also choose 
to become an Oregon 
Teacher on Summer As-
signment, which is also of-
fered by OFRI. As a “learn 
as you work” program, par-
ticipants spend six summer 

weeks working with men-
tors on paid forest manage-
ment and environmental 
monitoring assignments.

Other educator options 
include taking part in a 
three-day teacher’s tour 
given by the Temperate 
Forest Foundation of Port-
land on June 27-30. The 
tour includes a variety of 
educational sites, including 
mills, museums, National 
and State parks, planta-
tions, experimental forests, 
nurseries, learning centers, 
hatcheries and more. 

And for those seeking 
something a bit closer to 
home, FT&F, OFRI and lo-
cal landowners have joined 
together to offer Forest Dis-

covery Tours during July 
and August. 

Open to the general 
public as well, the six-hour 
tours are led by professional 
foresters who demonstrate 
how forest managers work 
toward balancing wood pro-
duction while maintaining 
clean water, wildlife habitat 
and recreational opportuni-
ties. 

Those wishing to learn 
more about the annual 
Outdoor Learning Grant 
Awards may contact Ash at 
541-998-6438, or by email-
ing coordinator@foreststod
ayandforever.org. Informa-
tion is also available on the 
web site at foreststodayand-
forever.org. 

  

FORESTS TODAY & FOREVER
PROGRAM COORDINATOR LARAE ASH

Forests Today & Forever is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. 
For more information, please see our web site:

www.foreststodayandforever.org
Contact LaRae Ash at (541)998-6438 or email at  

coordinator@foreststodayandforever.org
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